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DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE
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Awd Other Storics E10 mrvh

Thiz comic novella by first-tirme
authar Juan Pablo Villalohnas, which
saused a sensalion when it was
published in Mexics Last year, is
narrated by the young son of a
Mexican drug lord who iz obsessed
with hats, samurai films and
acyuiring a Liberlan pygry hippo for
hiz private zoo, Tachtli lives with his
powizrful fether in a kitseh narco-
patace, paeked with guns, exatic
trinkets and wild animals In cages,
When he is not pletting the
aaouisition of aninats “on the edge of
extination”, Tochtli hones his
idigsyneratic world-view in debates
with his tutar and ponders e many
bullets it takes to “makc a corpse”,

The narrative takes place around
Fresmdent Felipe Calderon’s
craclkdown on the drug cartels in
2006, sparking the vialenae that is
still tearing Mezican society apart,
Tehtli witneases the ramifications of
this vinlznce from his gitded isclation,
obzerving with charzeleristic
deadpan that "since tien we've seen
corpsas an TV every day”, His
elliptical tale procecds throogh g
lonic of free assnniztion that cireles
around the ever-present subjeots of
death and greed, with effects that are
both comic and sinister. A typical
paragraph slarts by describing a
severed ead “wilh @ bad haircut™
shiewn on the television news and
then preints out the seemingly
zelf-evident truth that one of the best
vharacteristios of the pyogry
hippopotamus is its baldness.

The greed, machisma and thirst
for power Lhat sustain the drug trade
in Mexico are displaced on ta
Tachtli's childish concerns and
revealed in all their madness through
hiz irrational acquisitive desires.

His father Yoloaut's impetuous
commands to eliminate cnermios of
his drug empire and by politicians
are uf & piece with his son’s burning
desire Lo possess a Liberian pygmy
hippe. The cumulative paredic effoct
of the nuvella is chillingly powerful,
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